31
Chapter 6
DESCRIPTION OF BHUGOLA
Sage Bharadwaja desired to know the full contours
and relief of the Bhuloka created by Brahma.
Romasa said that the Meru mountain occupies the
central part of the earth. Around it there are seven vast
islands (Saptadweepas), Seven Oceans, a number of
mountains, forests and rivers. To the north of Meru are the
mountains Sringi, Swetha and Nila as also the regions
known as Kuruvarsha, Hiranmaya and Ramyaka. To its
south are the mountains of Himavantha, Hemakuta and
Nishada as also the regions known as Bharatavarsha,
Kimpurusha and Harapurusha. To the east of the Meru are
mount Malyavanta and the region Bhadraswavarsha. To
the west are the Mt Gandhamadana and Ketumalavarsha.
Closely surrounding Mt. Meru is Illavruthavarsha. All the
mountains are adorned with forests yielding fruits like
mangoes and jambos. Besides there are four mountains
called Mandara, Merumandara and two Suparswas having
beautiful lakes in them, nourishing cities called Marmavati,
Amaravati, Tejovati, Samyamini, Krisnagada,
Shraddhavati, Gandhavati, Mahodaya and Yashovati are
situated in Mt Meru.
Rivers Sita, Alakananda, Chakshu, Badra have their
source near Marmavati in Mt. Meru; flowing east, south,
west and north respectively. Parameswara is manifest as
Tatpurusha, Aghora, Vamadeva and Sadyojata in the
regions of Bhadrasvya, Bharatha, Ketumala and Kuruvarsha
respectively.
To the south of the Himalayas is the Karmabhoomi
of Bharatavarsha. Mountains Mahendra, Malaya, Sahya,
Suktimanta, Ruksha, Vindhya, Parytra are the sources of
several great rivers. There are several other minor hills.